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Hack on!

“The experiences of various groups who work on problem solving, theorem
proving and pattern recognition all seem to point in the same direction:
These problems are tough. There does not seem to be a royal road or a
simple method which at one stroke will solve all our problems. My
discussion of ultimate limitations on the speed and amount of data
processing may be summarized like this: Problems involving vast numbers
of possibilities will not be solved by sheer data processing quantity. We
must look for quality, for refinements, for tricks, for every ingenuity that
we can think of. Computers faster than those of today will be a great help.
We will need them. However, when we are concerned with problems in
principle, present day computers are about as fast as they ever will be.

We may expect that the technology of data processing will proceed step by
step—just as ordinary technology has done. There is an unlimited
challenge for ingenuity applied to specific problems.”

—Hans-Joachim Bremermann,

“Optimization through evolution and recombination” (1962).
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